
The UK tax climate has recently shifted as a result of amendments in the UK Finance Bill (April 2017). For 
foreign nationals who own residential property in the UK, the rule is that when they pass away, they will pay UK 
inheritance tax (IHT) on the value of the residential property – despite not being UK taxpayers, and they are 
paying their taxes in another country and even if it is held through an offshore structure.

The Bill brings all UK residential property into the IHT net – regardless of its ownership structure and the residency 
or domicile status of the ultimate owner.

The use of “offshore” structures to avoid IHT no longer works as HMRC will look through such structures.

If you are a UK expat or foreign national with concerns about how IHT will affect any UK residential property 
you own, please contact 

David Johnson on +44 762 421 1146 or email david@sterling.im

Unilife comprises of  insurance specialists who are passionate about providing you with 
world-class insurance solutions that work, backed by personal service you can rely on.

Sterling Trust Limited is licensed by the Isle of Man Financial Services Authority.

Put your TRUST in                     and

This legislation applies to:

All non-UK domiciled individuals owning 
residential property Buy-to-let investments

Non-UK Resident Trusts that own UK Residential Property Central London pied-a-terre for rare visits to 
the City

Non-UK Companies that own UK Residential Property Those who have lent money or provided security for 
a loan to acquire, maintain or repair a UK residence

Unilife and Sterling have the solution

Owners can take out a Unilife 
assurance policy for what the 
IHT liability is likely to be and 
wrap the policy in a simple Trust 

with Sterling.

With the Trust in place, once the 
assurance pays out, the mon-
ey from the policy can be sent 
to the beneficiaries without the 
time and expense of probate.

This solution reduces any pres-
sure on loved ones, who might 
otherwise face an unexpected 

and onerous IHT bill.  
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40% will go to 
HMRC

60%
 to your 

loved ones

DO YOU OWN UK RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY?
Wealth management…hallmar ked


